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TARS: PFOR, RH, NI 

SUBJECT: GARBA COMMENTS ON ZIMBABWE 
REF: LAGOS 11360 

1 . EXTAFF COMMISSIONER GARBA, ADDRESSING JOURNALISTS AT AIRPORT ON 
HIS RETURN FROM UNGA LATE EVENING OCTOBER 14, URGED ZIMBABWEAN 
NATIONALIST GROUPS TO FORGE UNITED FRONT FOR EFFECTIVE BARGAINING 
AT UPCOMING GENEVA CONFERENCE. HE WARNED NATIONALISTS AGAINST 
DOING ANYTHING TO CAUSE CONFERENCE TO FAIL. IF TALKS DID NOT 
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PREPARED TO NEGOTIATE AND HIS REGIME WOULD BE GIVEN "A MEASURE OF 
LEGALITY". IN SUCH AN EVENT SMITH WOULD TRY END ECONOMIC SANCTIONS, 

A PLEA TO WHICH "BRITAIN AND AMERICA MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO SUCCUMB." 
COMMISSIONER EXPRESSED NIGERIAN UNHAPPINESS OVER LEADERSHIP 
"TUSSLE" AMONG NATIONALISTS, ADDING THAT "ALMOST DAILY WE HEAR 
THAT SOMEBODY HAS SHOT INTO PROMINENCE FROM VIRTUALLY NOWHERE AND 
THE NEXT DAY YOU HEAR THAT ANOTHER PERSON HAS GONE DOWN INTO 
OBSCURITY." REFERRING TO RECENT NKOMO AND MUGABA STATEMENTS, GARBA 
SAID BRITAIN MUST SIT AS CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND SMITH SHOULD 
PARTICIPATE AS SEPARATE PARTY. 

2. GARBA SAID FMG'S OCTOBER 3 STATEMENT (REFTEL) HAD FOCUSSED ON 
"FLAWS AND LOOPHOLES IN ARRANGEMENT OF SO-CALLED DEAL HANDED DOWN TO 
IAN SMITH BY BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES." HE DEFINED NIGERIA'S 
PRESENT ATTITUDE ON MATTER AS ONE OF "WAIT AND SEE." 

5. COMMENT: IN CONTRAST WITH RECENT INTELLIGENCE REPORT, GARBA'S 
REMARKS AND MODERATE TONE INDICATE 

FMG STILL ENTERTAINS SOME HOPE THAT GENEVA CONFERENCE WILL SUCCEED 
AND THAT CHANGE CAN BE ACHIEVED PEACEFULLY IN ZIMBABWE. NIGERIANS 
OBVIOUSLY UNHAPPY OVER NATIONALIST LEADERSHIP SQUABBLING BOTH 
BECAUSE IT JEOPARDIZES NEGOTIATIONS AND BECAUSE FMG DESIROUS OF 
AVOIDING ANOTHER ANGOLA IN RHODESIA (LAGOS A-128, OCTOBER 15, 1976). 
SQUABBLING ALSO MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR FMG IDENTIFY AND GET 
BEHIND A PROBABLE WINNER. 
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